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Article Info ABSTRACT

The present study aimed to develop a comprehensive conceptual model of the legal
Article type: literacy education curriculum for students. The study employed a qualitative meta-
Research Article synthesis approach based on Roberts’ model. The research population comprised

all scientific documents related to the legal literacy education curriculum published
both nationally and internationally. Using purposive sampling, 18 studies were
selected as the final sample and analyzed. Data were collected using a content
analysis checklist, whose validity was confirmed by experts. The data were
examined through systematic descriptive review, interpretive analysis, and thematic
analysis, resulting in the identification of basic, organizing, and overarching
themes. The findings indicated that legal literacy should be developed within an
integrated framework, in which components such as justice, citizenship rights,
responsibility, legal reasoning skills, an interactive learning environment, and the
participation of families and social institutions play fundamental roles. In addition,
several barriers were identified, including a shortage of specialized teachers, the
lack of coherent and integrated content, and limited educational resources.
Accordingly, strategies such as revising curriculum content, enhancing teachers’
Keywords: professional development, and designing integrated approaches were proposeq.
Legal Literacy; Curriculum: Ultimately, a conceptual model' was develgped that' can sgrve as a strategic
Legal Education;: Meta- framework for curriculum design, educational policymaking, and teachers’

Synthesis; Students. professional development.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Legal literacy, as one of the expanded dimensions of the concept of literacy in the contemporary world,
plays a fundamental role in familiarizing students with their individual and social rights and
responsibilities. Legal education from an early age lays the groundwork for a deeper understanding of
and future advocacy for human rights, and can contribute to cultivating informed, responsible, and
capable citizens. Despite considerable attention from numerous domestic and international studies to
various dimensions of legal literacy education—including legal content, teaching methods, the role of
teachers, and implementation barriers—these studies have largely remained fragmented, and to date
no integrative framework has been proposed that organizes the content elements, objectives, strategies,
barriers, and solutions within a single unified model.

Purpose:

The present study aimed to develop a comprehensive conceptual model for the legal literacy education
curriculum for students by synthesizing the scattered existing findings, identifying common
components and themes, and revealing the relationships among them.

Method:

This study employed a qualitative approach and a meta-synthesis method based on Roberts' model.
The research population comprised all scientific documents related to the legal literacy education
curriculum indexed in reputable domestic databases (such as SID, Noormags, and Civilica) and
international databases and scientific sources (such as Google Scholar, ScienceDirect, and Scopus). Of
the 87 studies initially identified, 18 studies were selected as the final sample through purposive
sampling based on the richness of their content, and were subsequently analyzed. Data were collected
using a validated content checklist, and the data were examined through systematic review, interpretive
analysis, and thematic analysis across five domains—educational objectives, educational content,
instructional strategies, implementation barriers, and proposed solutions—in order to extract basic,
organizing, and overarching themes.

Results:

The findings indicated that the objectives of the legal literacy curriculum are organized within a three-
dimensional structure comprising legal knowledge and awareness, a law-abiding attitude, and practical
competence, ultimately converging toward the overarching theme of "the legal-civic education of
students.” The educational content was found to be comprehensive, applied, and context-oriented,
encompassing foundational legal concepts as well as children's rights, human rights, laws relevant to
everyday life, and indigenous and cultural legal traditions. With respect to instructional strategies,
active, experiential, participatory, and community-based pedagogy—including group discussion, role-
play, mock trials, practical projects, and teacher empowerment—emerged as central. Conversely,
implementation of the curriculum was found to face systemic, multi-level barriers, including weak
policymaking, fragmented content, teachers' insufficient professional competence, limited resources
and infrastructure, time constraints, sociocultural challenges, and the absence of effective evaluation
mechanisms. In response to these barriers, proposed solutions included redesigning and integrating
curriculum content, contextualizing the curriculum to local conditions, adopting interdisciplinary
approaches, pedagogical transformation, teacher professional development, expanding collaborative
networks, strengthening digital resources, and establishing continuous evaluation systems. Ultimately,
the resulting conceptual model outlines a sequential logic: redesigning coherent and applied content —
three-dimensional goal-setting (knowledge, attitude, competence) — active and experience-based
pedagogy — teacher empowerment and social network engagement — resource and infrastructure
provision — continuous evaluation and feedback — dynamic curriculum improvement.
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Discussion:

The findings align with prior research emphasizing the integration of theory and practice in legal
education and the necessity of teacher empowerment; however, the principal contribution of this study
lies in the systematic synthesis and integration of previously fragmen ted components into a unified
framework. The results suggest that legal literacy cannot be reduced merely to the transmission of legal
information; rather, the success of the curriculum depends on the alignment of objectives, content,
instructional methods, teacher competence, family and community engagement, and continuous
evaluation. This model can serve as a strategic framework for curriculum designers, educational
policymakers, and school-level practitioners in developing and implementing legal literacy education
programs.
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