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Extended Abstract

Introduction:
High school sociology textbooks, as identity documents, serve as arenas for reproducing dominant

discourses. Despite scattered qualitative studies on these textbooks in Iran, no comprehensive picture
of their issues and challenges exists. The lack of systematic synthesis of previous qualitative findings
remains a significant gap in empirical research, hindering the development of an integrated theoretical
framework for understanding how ideological, structural, and identity-related factors interact in
shaping textbook content.

Purpose:
The present study seeks to synthesize previous qualitative findings and design an explanatory model
of the issues and challenges of high school sociology textbooks through a qualitative meta-synthesis
approach.

Methodology:

Within a qualitative-interpretive paradigm and employing the qualitative meta-synthesis method
based on Sandelowski and Barroso's seven-step model, 16 studies were selected from 45 retrieved
studies from lIranian databases (2009-2026) using quality criteria based on the Critical Appraisal
Skills Programme. Through thematic analysis, data were analyzed at three levels: initial codes, third-
level themes, and second-level themes, ultimately organized into macro dimensions. The unit of
analysis was the explicit findings of each selected study with extractable qualitative significance.

Result:

The synthesis of 16 selected studies led to the identification of three macro dimensions: ideological-
discursive (the "we/they" dichotomy, highlighting particular values, and identity-civilizational
polarization), structural-content (passive and memory-oriented content, unbalanced distribution of
skills and capitals), and identity-representation (gender inequality and the dominance of passive
citizenship). The findings revealed the extra-textual factor of "target-oriented policy making" and the
core code of "the ideological reproduction cycle in the political economy of the curriculum,” through
which the political structure produces ideological and inactive content, thereby reproducing the law-
abiding passive citizen. The conceptual model explains the challenges not as resulting from weak
authorship, but as the consequence of this self-reinforcing cycle. More detailed examination indicated
that the three dimensions are interconnected through the mediating role of cultural policy-making,
which shapes both the content and the representational strategies of textbooks.

Conclusion:

This study demonstrates that the challenges of sociology textbooks are not merely technical or
authorial deficiencies but are rooted in the political economy of curriculum. The "ideological
reproduction cycle” model explains how the political structure, through target-oriented policy
making, produces content that fosters passive, law-abiding citizenship rather than critical,
participatory engagement. This cycle, while self-reinforcing, is not inevitable; conscious engagement
with the dualities, multidimensional rethinking, and the acceptance of uncertainty are key to breaking
the cycle and moving toward a curriculum that fosters powerful knowledge and critical thinking. The
findings offer implications for policymakers, textbook authors, and teacher educators, emphasizing
the need for independent curriculum planning councils, content redesign based on "powerful
knowledge" principles, and teacher training that cultivates critical pedagogical awareness.
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