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Article Info ABSTRACT
Avrticle type: In recent decades, curriculum studies have played a central role in shaping
Research Article educational knowledge and research agendas. However, the dominance of

certain stabilized discourses may marginalize alternative perspectives and
limit theoretical diversity within this field. The objective of this study is to
analyze the discourses represented in the titles of master’s theses in
curriculum studies at Allameh Tabataba’i University and to identify
dominant and marginalized discourses in the process of academic
knowledge production. This study adopts Norman Fairclough’s Critical
Discourse Analysis and his three-dimensional model encompassing textual,
discursive, and social dimensions. The research corpus consists of the titles
of all master’s theses in curriculum studies defended at Allameh Tabataba’i
University between 2014 and 2023. The data were collected using a census
method and analyzed through a mixed quantitative—qualitative approach in
order to examine patterns of discourse frequency and dominance. The
findings indicate that the socio-political discourse is significantly more

Keywords: _ prominent and stabilized compared to other discursive orientations. In
Critical Discourse  contrast, discourses such as gender-feminist, environmental, and spiritual
Analysis, Master’s Theses, perspectives appear marginal and underrepresented in the thesis titles. This
Curriculum Studies, pattern reflects a discursive hierarchy in which certain forms of knowledge
Norman Fairclough, gain legitimacy while others remain peripheral. The results suggest that
Stabilized Discourses knowledge production in curriculum studies at the examined institution is

shaped by the hegemony of stabilized discourses, which may constrain
intellectual plurality and limit opportunities for alternative theoretical
approaches. The study highlights the necessity of opening more diverse
discursive spaces in academic research and curriculum scholarship to foster
broader perspectives and more inclusive knowledge production.

Avrticle history:
Received: 11 April 2026
Reviewed: 28 June 2026
Accepted: 08 July 2026

Citation (APA): Ahmadi, S. F., Ghaderi, M., & Sadeghi, A. (2026). Knowledge under the Hegemony of
Stabilized Discourses: A Critical Discourse Analysis of Curriculum Studies Theses (Case Study: Allameh

Tabataba'i ~ University). Iranian  Journal of  Curriculum  Studies. 21  (81), L
https://doi.org/10.22034/jcs.2026.529062.2447

@ @ © The Author (). Publisher: Iranian
Curriculum Studies Association.

vy


mailto:hamtaahmadi31@gmail.com
mailto:m.ghaderi@atu.ac.ir
mailto:sadeghi@atu.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.22034/jcs.2026.529062.2447
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-8449-703X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6173-1822
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0507-1783

Extended Abstract

Introduction
This study aims to analyze the discourses represented in the titles of master’s theses in Curriculum

Studies at Allameh Tabataba’i University. Considering the crucial role of theses as one of the key
arenas of academic knowledge production, the titles of these works can reflect dominant discourses,
institutional preferences, and ideological logics shaping educational research. The theoretical
framework is informed by the discursive approach in curriculum studies—particularly William
Pinar’s conception of curriculum as a social and political text—and Norman Fairclough’s Critical
Discourse Analysis (CDA), which interprets curriculum and academic texts as ideological and
socially constructed expressions.

The main objective of this research is to identify dominant and marginal discourses within thesis
titles and to explain the institutional, social, and ideological mechanisms that generate and sustain
them

Methodology

The study employs a mixed qualitative—quantitative method. The statistical population includes all
107 master’s theses in Curriculum Studies at Allameh Tabataba’i University between 2014 and
2023 (1393-1402), examined through a census method. The data were extracted from the
university’s virtual library archive.

Data analysis was conducted based on Fairclough’s three-level CDA model, encompassing textual,
discursive, and socio-institutional dimensions. The coding process involved identifying key
concepts from titles, initial coding, conceptual integration, and final assignment to discursive
categories. The categorization framework follows Fathi Vajargah’s model of curriculum identities,
revised according to empirical findings. Alongside qualitative analysis, the frequency of discourses
was calculated to uncover patterns of repetition and dominance.

Results

The results reveal that the political—cultural discourse grounded in Islamic education, national—
religious identity, and ideological values is the dominant discourse across thesis titles. These topics
align with official educational policies emphasizing moral education and identity formation. In
contrast, critical, multicultural, gender-based, sexual education, democratic education, and
internationalization discourses appear marginal and underrepresented. Their limited presence shows
the narrowness of discursive diversity in curriculum-related research at the university level.

Further interpretation indicates that this pattern emerges not only from macro-level educational
policies but also from institutional dynamics. Factors such as supervisors’ scientific orientations,
evaluation criteria for theses, and the structural configuration of academic groups contribute to the
stabilization of dominant discourses and the marginalization of alternative ones. Consequently, the
discursive structure of thesis production reflects how institutional and ideological forces define the
boundaries of legitimate knowledge in the field of curriculum studies.

Conclusion:
This research highlights the inherently political and ideological nature of educational knowledge

production. Thesis titles, though concise, function as indicators of the prevailing academic
worldview and reveal what topics gain visibility or remain silenced. The study concludes that the
dominance of a single political-religious discourse limits epistemological plurality and narrows the
field’s research landscape.
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It is therefore essential to rethink research policies and encourage greater discursive diversity within
curriculum studies. Strengthening alternative perspectives—such as critical, democratic, and
multicultural approaches—can enrich educational inquiry and promote a more inclusive
understanding of curriculum. The findings call for renewed attention to research evaluation systems
and supervisor orientations, aiming to foster a pluralistic environment that accommodates different
ideological and epistemological voices

Overall, the study reveals the deeply political and ideological nature of knowledge production in
curriculum studies and highlights the need to broaden discursive spaces, support critical
perspectives, and diversify research orientations in graduate-level curriculum research.
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