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Writing” course. Given the foundational role of early literacy in students’ academic
trajectories and the decisive influence of teachers’ instructional quality on reading and
writing development, a deep understanding of teachers’ professional competencies in
this domain is essential. Methods: Adopting a qualitative approach, the research
employed the systematic grounded theory method proposed by Strauss and Corbin. Data
were collected through semi-structured interviews with 15 lower primary teachers who
had at least five years of teaching experience in the “Reading and Writing” course.
Theoretical purposive sampling was used and continued until theoretical saturation was
achieved. Data analysis was conducted through open, axial, and selective coding.
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as well as teachers’ professional actions. Conclusion: The main contribution of this
study lies in generating a grounded and indigenous model derived from teachers’ lived
experiences, moving beyond fragmented skill lists toward a coherent explanation of how
such competencies are formed and enacted in practice. The proposed model offers
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Teaching Persian in primary education is not limited to the mechanical transmission of textbook
content or the instruction of letters and words. It is a multidimensional process in which listening,
speaking, reading, writing, and thinking are interconnected with the structural features of language,
including phonemes, graphemes, vocabulary, and syntactic patterns. This process requires teachers
who can transform linguistic content into meaningful learning activities that correspond to students’
developmental and cognitive characteristics. Such capacity can be examined through the concept of
pedagogical content knowledge (PCK). Nevertheless, previous studies have often addressed PCK as
a general construct and have paid insufficient attention to its language-specific dimensions in Persian
language education, particularly in the subject area of Reading and Writing.

In Persian language instruction, teachers need to understand the relationship between speech and
writing, distinguish phonological and visual differences among letters, recognize the sequence of
learning, understand the development of pre-writing skills, and support vocabulary growth and text
comprehension. They must also interpret students’ errors accurately, distinguish developmental errors
from persistent difficulties, provide appropriate feedback, and revise instruction according to
evidence of learning. These competencies develop within school contexts characterized by crowded
classrooms, limited resources, pressure to complete textbooks, parental expectations, and weaknesses
in teacher education. Accordingly, investigating teachers’ competencies in Persian language
instruction requires simultaneous attention to linguistic knowledge, pedagogical knowledge, learner
characteristics, and the organizational context of schooling.

This study aimed to develop an interactive model of teachers’ content-pedagogical competencies for
teaching the primary-school subject Reading and Writing using grounded theory. More specifically,
the study examined the conditions under which teachers’ competencies develop, the dimensions of
knowledge required for Persian language instruction, the strategies teachers employ to address
instructional constraints, and the consequences of these competencies for teachers, learners, families,
and schools. The study also explored how teachers mobilize and reconstruct linguistic and
pedagogical knowledge in authentic classroom situations and through interactions with parents,
school administrators, curriculum requirements, and available resources.

Methodology

The study employed a qualitative design and grounded theory methodology. Participants were
selected from among primary-school teachers with experience teaching Reading and Writing. Initial
purposive sampling was continued until theoretical saturation was reached. Data were collected
through in-depth, semi-structured interviews. The interview protocol addressed teachers’ experiences
in teaching language skills, diagnosing learning difficulties, selecting and adapting instructional
materials, responding to students’ errors, communicating with parents and administrators, and
evaluating the consequences of their instructional practices.

With participants’ informed consent, interviews were audio-recorded and transcribed verbatim. The
transcripts were read repeatedly and analyzed through open, axial, and selective coding. During open
coding, initial concepts were generated from the interview data. Axial coding was then used to
examine relationships among the causal and contextual conditions, the central phenomenon, action
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and interaction strategies, and consequences. Finally, selective coding integrated the categories into
a coherent explanatory model. Credibility was supported through constant comparison, participant
review, peer examination, and documentation of the analytic process. Confidentiality was maintained
through pseudonymous codes and secure data storage.

Results

The findings identified the central phenomenon as teachers’ dynamic content competence within the
educational ecosystem. This competence was not understood as a fixed, individual possession or as
mere mastery of the textbook. Rather, it emerged through the interaction of teachers’ specialized
knowledge, learners’ developmental needs, and the structural conditions of the school context. Four
major dimensions were identified.

The first dimension was developmental content knowledge. This included knowledge of speech
sounds and sound-symbol relationships, the ability to distinguish visually or phonetically similar
letters, understanding of pre-writing development, awareness of common learner errors, and
recognition of individual differences. Teachers needed to interpret errors such as mirror writing,
difficulties in auditory discrimination, or problems in letter formation in relation to students’
developmental trajectories and to select appropriate interventions.

The second dimension was creative executive skill. Teachers transformed abstract linguistic content
into accessible learning experiences through multisensory activities, flexible grouping, individualized
support, and locally produced materials. These practices enabled students to experience the
relationship among sound, movement, visual form, vocabulary, and written representation in concrete
ways.

The third dimension was reflective orientation. Teachers developed their professional knowledge
through self-directed learning, experimentation, dialogue with experienced colleagues, and
systematic review of students’ daily performance. They treated instruction as an improvable process
and used unsuccessful instructional experiences as evidence for revising their pedagogical decisions.

The fourth dimension was communicative intelligence. This referred to teachers’ capacity to
communicate with parents in a process-oriented manner and to negotiate professionally with school
administrators. Teachers attempted to shift parents’ expectations from speed, quantity, and completed
notebooks toward support for children’s linguistic and writing development. They also used evidence
of students’ actual progress to negotiate greater instructional flexibility with administrators.

The contextual conditions shaping these competencies included inadequacies in teacher education,
physical and instructional limitations in classrooms, parental pressure, and misalignment between
formal curriculum requirements and students’ learning needs. Teachers responded through four
principal strategies: compensatory self-learning and creativity, localization of instructional materials,
educational engagement with parents, and flexible negotiation with administrators. The consequences
appeared at individual, learning, social, and systemic levels. They included increased teacher self-
efficacy, improved foundational language and writing skills, stronger family—school cooperation, and
greater organizational flexibility. However, reliance on teachers’ personal effort also created a risk of
professional exhaustion.

Discussion

The findings indicate that content-pedagogical knowledge in Persian language instruction involves
the integration of linguistic content knowledge, knowledge of language development, and the
capacity to transform this knowledge into developmentally appropriate learning experiences. Mastery

v



of the textbook alone is therefore insufficient for effective instruction. Teachers must organize
listening, speaking, reading, and writing instruction in connection with language structure,
vocabulary, and students’ communicative experiences. Within this framework, students’ errors
should not be viewed merely as deficiencies. They provide information about learners’ linguistic and
cognitive development and can serve as evidence for instructional decision-making.

The proposed model also demonstrates that teacher competence is dynamic, contextual, and
processual. When formal teacher education, curriculum requirements, or school resources do not
adequately address classroom realities, teachers attempt to bridge the gap through self-directed
learning, creativity, localization, and professional interaction. This finding does not imply that formal
education is unnecessary. Rather, it highlights the need to redesign teacher education. Preservice and
in-service programs should connect the systematic teaching of Persian language structure, phonology,
sound-symbol relationships, vocabulary, reading comprehension, writing, and error diagnosis with
practical teaching, classroom observation, and supervised implementation.

Overall, achieving pedagogical content knowledge in Persian language instruction requires the
integration of three domains: linguistic knowledge, pedagogical knowledge, and contextual
knowledge. These domains cannot be separated in practice; they acquire meaning through their
interaction with learners, families, and schools. Effective Persian language teaching is therefore
achieved when teachers understand the language system, represent it in learnable forms, interpret
evidence of student learning, and adapt instruction to the realities of the classroom.
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