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The aim of this study was to analyze classroom power from the perspective
of the hidden curriculum, based on the French and Raven typology
(legitimate, reward, coercive, expert, and referent power). An explanatory
mixed-methods research design was employed, with the study population
consisting of lower secondary schools in the city of Esfarvarin during the
2021-2022 academic year. A survey method was used for the quantitative
phase, while the Delphi technique was utilized for the qualitative phase. Data
were collected through questionnaires and semi-structured interviews.
Quantitative data were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics
(factor analysis), and qualitative data were analyzed using deductive content
analysis. The findings indicate that teachers showed the greatest inclination
toward using expert power, legitimate power, and reward power. These
results indicate that teachers' technical knowledge and expertise, as well as
their ability to provide rewards, are of great importance. Referent power and
coercive power rank lower, demonstrating that these two types of power have
the least impact on classroom management.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In addition to formal instruction, schools influence students' learning and life through the hidden
curriculum. As a significant aspect of education, the hidden curriculum shapes students' attitudes,
values, and behaviors through experiences embedded in the educational process. Educational
specialists and sociologists have offered various definitions of these programs, yet all agree that the
"hidden curriculum™ has long-lasting effects on students. This type of education is imparted implicitly
through daily routines and school-based life experiences, allowing students to become familiar with
and learn from them subconsciously. Discussions regarding the hidden curriculum emphasize
unintended learning that occurs outside the formal framework and direct control of curriculum
planners. However, the view that "hidden™ educational phenomena must necessarily be regarded as
"unintended" warrants closer examination. This perspective suggests that even the less obvious
outcomes of the educational process can possess an underlying structure and purpose, thereby playing
a deliberate role in shaping learners' experiences. As long as the teacher-student dynamic remains one
of a dominant figure versus a subordinate one—Ilacking balance—the learning process is driven by
the teacher's personal views and preferences, while the students' needs and interests are disregarded.
Such relationships foster a culture of compliance and unquestioning obedience to the teacher. In other
words, the interaction is defined as a one-way relationship symbolizing the teacher's dominance over
the student's subordinate position; the student is expected to conform to the teacher's instructions and
opinions, leaving no room for the exchange of ideas or critical reflection regarding the material
presented. The nature of teacher power and the methods of its exercise in the classroom exert
extensive and enduring effects on various aspects of students' behavior, education, upbringing, and
ethics—impacts that persist well beyond the short term. Recent studies indicate that power dynamics
between teachers and students can directly influence students' academic and psychological
development. Research has shown that the hidden curriculum leads to reduced academic progress and
student failure. This occurs because students sometimes face punishment; furthermore, in schools
where teachers do not treat students with respect and honesty, they not only affect the students' morale
but also jeopardize their academic performance. The researchers hold the view that students have
consistently studied within a traditional school context where the teacher exercises authority as the
dominant figure in the classroom; consequently, students acquire "hidden learning"—Ilessons that
were neither intended by the teacher or higher-level authorities nor consciously recognized by them,
yet are experienced by students simply because they are immersed in the prevailing culture of the
educational system. This study examines classroom power dynamics based on the five sources of
power. The theoretical framework guiding this research is the power typology proposed by French
and Raven, which encompasses the following five sources of power:

1. Legitimate/Legal power

2. Reward power

3. Coercive power (punishment and imposition)

4. Expert power

5. Referent (intrinsic) power

Methodology
This study employs an explanatory mixed-methods paradigm. A survey method was used in the
guantitative phase, while the Delphi technique was utilized in the qualitative phase. The quantitative
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component served to identify general patterns and provide an initial overview of the issue, whereas
the qualitative component was employed to interpret the quantitative findings in greater depth and
explain the underlying reasons for them. Thus, combining these two stages enabled a more
comprehensive and precise understanding of the research topic. In the quantitative phase, the
statistical population and sample consisted of 145 first-level secondary school students in the city of
Esfarvarin. Probability sampling—specifically simple random sampling—was employed. A
researcher-developed questionnaire was selected as the instrument, designed in accordance with
specific principles and based on various forms of power. In the qualitative phase of the study, the
target population and research context consisted of female lower secondary school students in the city
of Esfarvarin during the 2022-2023 academic year. Purposive sampling was employed, and semi-
structured interviews were conducted with 10 students. Triangulation was used to establish the
validity of the qualitative data.

Results

The findings indicate that the analysis and explanation of power typology in the classroom—viewed
through the lens of the hidden curriculum—possess an explanatory power of 55.73%. Specifically,
the factors account for the typology as follows: expert power (24.38%), reward power (12.90%),
legitimate power (6.56%), coercive power (6.15%), and referent power (5.75%). In other words,
expert power, reward power, legitimate power, coercive power, and referent power rank first through
fifth, respectively, in representing the typology of power in the classroom from the perspective of the
hidden curriculum.

Conclusion

The findings indicated that students' experiences are clearly linked to various forms of power. These
include legitimate power—established through teachers' strict enforcement of classroom rules and
the maintenance of order, alongside students' adherence to school regulations and respect for their
teachers. Reward power also plays a pivotal role; teachers utilize it to influence student behavior and
to instill a fear of negative grades and their impact on grade point averages. Furthermore, expert
power is highly valued by students; they place greater trust in and respect teachers who possess
superior knowledge and expertise. This kind of power serves, in a sense, as a model for other students,
fostering the motivation they need to continue their education. Furthermore, the interviewees
highlighted the importance of the "ability to engage and communicate effectively"; a rapport
characterized by warmth and effective interaction between teachers and students allows for the best
possible response to the students' concerns and expectations.
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