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The purpose of the upcoming research is to analyze the perception of
curriculum stakeholders about the "right to choose the curriculum®. For this
purpose, the perceptions of the four main groups of curriculum activists
about who has the right to choose school curricula have been analyzed using
the emergent-type grounded theory method. Participants in this research
(parents, managers, professors and teachers) were selected through
theoretical sampling and theoretical saturation approach. The findings of
the research showed the different opinions of the activists about who is
more entitled to choose the curriculum. Based on the analysis of the
interviews, a total of 344 events, 91 concepts, 35 categories or core codes
and 4 fundamental or theoretical codes were extracted, including the
popular curriculum, the public sphere curriculum, people of the land of
curriculum and the non-popular curriculum. . According to the process of
memorizing, among the theoretical codes, the "People's Curriculum" code
was placed in the central position and was presented as "People's
Curriculum Theory" which represents the intervention of all curriculum
actors in the process of selecting curricula. At the end, a conceptual
framework for popular curriculum was presented.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Curriculum decision-making has traditionally been regarded as the responsibility of governments,
curriculum specialists, and educational authorities. This technocratic perspective often marginalizes
the voices of other stakeholders, including parents, teachers, students, and local communities.
Contemporary curriculum scholarship, however, increasingly emphasizes democratic participation,
educational justice, and shared responsibility in curriculum development. Within this emerging
perspective, the concept of the "right to curriculum™ extends beyond access to education and
addresses the fundamental question of who has the legitimate authority to participate in selecting,
designing, and evaluating school curricula.

The present study investigates curriculum stakeholders' perceptions regarding the "right to choose the
curriculum.” Rather than assuming that curriculum decisions should remain exclusively within the
domain of experts or policymakers, this research explores how different groups conceptualize their
own and others' roles in curriculum decision-making. Understanding these perceptions contributes to
ongoing debates about curriculum democratization, educational participation, and the distribution of
educational authority. The study also seeks to provide a conceptual explanation of how curriculum
stakeholders negotiate competing claims of expertise, public interest, professional responsibility, and
democratic legitimacy in educational policymaking .

Methodology

This study adopted an interpretive qualitative paradigm using the emergent version of Grounded
Theory developed by Barney Glaser. The emergent approach was selected because it enables
theoretical concepts to arise inductively from participants' experiences rather than being imposed
through predetermined analytical frameworks.

Participants were selected through theoretical sampling until theoretical saturation was achieved. The
sample consisted of four major groups of curriculum stakeholders: parents, school administrators,
curriculum professors, and educational managers. Semi-structured interviews served as the primary
data collection method, allowing participants to articulate their understandings of curriculum rights,
curriculum authority, and legitimate participation in curriculum decision-making.

Data analysis was conducted simultaneously with data collection through open coding, axial coding,
and theoretical coding. Constant comparative analysis and theoretical memo-writing were employed
throughout the research process to facilitate concept development and theoretical integration. To
enhance trustworthiness, the study followed Glaser's evaluation criteria, including fit, workability,
relevance, and modifiability. Peer review of coding and continuous comparison of emerging
categories further strengthened the credibility of the findings .

Results

The analysis generated 344 incidents, 91 concepts, 44 axial categories, and four theoretical
categories. These theoretical categories included Popular Curriculum, Public Sphere Curriculum,
People of the Curriculum Land, and Non-Popular Curriculum. Through theoretical coding and memo
sorting, "Popular Curriculum" emerged as the central category and formed the core of the resulting
substantive theory. Participants expressed diverse and, in many cases, conflicting perceptions
concerning who should possess the right to determine school curricula. School administrators
generally emphasized centralized authority, professional expertise, and concerns regarding
consistency, quality control, and educational coherence. Many questioned the capacity of the general
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public to make informed curriculum decisions. Parents, by contrast, emphasized their lived
educational experiences, continuous involvement in children's learning, and moral responsibility
toward their children's future. They argued that parents possess valuable experiential knowledge and
therefore deserve meaningful participation in curriculum planning, implementation, and evaluation.

University scholars demonstrated two distinguishable orientations. One group advocated a
democratic, participatory, justice-oriented, and decentralized curriculum that recognizes the voices
of teachers, parents, and communities. Another group defended a more technical and centralized
conception of curriculum planning, emphasizing scientific expertise, standardized curriculum design,
and administrative coordination. Across interviews, the findings suggested that curriculum decision-
making is not merely a technical process but a social, political, ethical, and democratic practice shaped
by competing understandings of knowledge, authority, citizenship, and educational justice. The
emerging theory of Popular Curriculum proposes that curriculum legitimacy increases when all major
stakeholders participate meaningfully in curriculum selection and development.

Discussion

The findings challenge traditional expert-centered approaches to curriculum planning by
demonstrating that curriculum authority is perceived differently across stakeholder groups. Rather
than viewing curriculum exclusively as a technical product developed by specialists, participants
increasingly conceptualized curriculum as a public and democratic enterprise requiring negotiation
among multiple actors. The proposed concept of Popular Curriculum represents a shift from
hierarchical curriculum governance toward participatory curriculum decision-making. It recognizes
that educational quality and curriculum legitimacy depend not only on scientific expertise but also on
incorporating the experiences, aspirations, and contextual knowledge of teachers, parents, learners,
and local communities. Such participation contributes to educational justice, strengthens democratic
accountability, and increases curriculum responsiveness to societal needs. At the same time, the study
acknowledges persistent tensions between democratic participation and professional expertise. While
broader stakeholder involvement enhances legitimacy, curriculum planning continues to require
specialized knowledge to ensure coherence, academic quality, and educational effectiveness.
Consequently, the study does not advocate replacing professional expertise with public opinion;
instead, it proposes an integrated model in which technical competence and democratic participation
complement one another.

Overall, the grounded theory developed in this research provides a conceptual framework for
understanding curriculum participation as a shared social responsibility. The theory of Popular
Curriculum offers a new perspective for future curriculum research and educational policymaking by
redefining curriculum choice as a collective right rather than an exclusive institutional privilege. It
further suggests that sustainable curriculum reform requires creating participatory structures through
which diverse curriculum stakeholders can engage in meaningful dialogue and collaborative decision-
making.
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