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The study aims to identify the components of a love-based curriculum. This
article introduces the concept of love, its theoretical foundations, and the
components of a love-based curriculum. The present study was conducted by
systematic review. In order to find the published articles electronically, were
used valid databases. The search was performed using Persian and Latin
keywords. A total were obtained 132 articles. In the next stage, were deleted
93 articles (due to content unrelated to the subject of the present article);
Finally, 39 articles were synthesized by systematic review method after
selecting the appropriate articles. CVR was used to determine the content
validity.. Based on data analysis were identified, 8 components for love,
including loving in God; fatherland; fellow-creature; spouse; Family; Nature;
Self and learning. A love-centered curriculum is an educational approach that
emphasizes students' emotional development, including compassion, empathy,
and responsibility. Educational systems can address the components of a love-
based curriculum through various approaches. This integration can be
systematically incorporated across all subject areas. A love-based curriculum
is not merely about defining terminology or specialized content, but rather
about demonstrating, encouraging, and creating the foundation for loving,
being loved, and committing to this ideal. A curriculum that profoundly
integrates the essence of love in classroom practice constitutes a fundamental
imperative. The pedagogy of love must be embedded in teacher and
administrator training, school environment design, and the restructuring of
existing educational programs.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Love, as one of the most fundamental and significant issues of human life, has been the subject of
extensive study and discussion by numerous scholars across various disciplines. It cannot be
overlooked or marginalized within formal education across different stages of schooling (Uusiautti
& Méétta, 2012). In the field of curriculum studies, Schwab (1954) emphasized the importance of
attending to the human, affective, and experiential dimensions of education; he underscored the
development of personality alongside intellectual cultivation, arguing that curriculum should address
the whole person rather than cognitive aspects alone. The present study seeks to address the
foundational question: if a curriculum based on love is to be designed, in what dimensions should
love be conceptualized and incorporated? In this research, the identified components of love represent
the most concrete and fundamental pillars of a love-based curriculum; for every curriculum, prior to
any other consideration, requires the determination of its overarching orientation and its core thematic
content. These components, in effect, constitute the framework of the curriculum and delineate the
domains within which love is to be nurtured and cultivated.

Despite the recognized significance of love in both individual and social life, what is observable in
the current educational system is a profound scarcity of love-oriented approaches and a lack of
identification of components that are objective, practical, and aligned with the cultural context of
societies. In the Iranian educational system, therefore, we are confronted with a theoretical vacuum:
on the one hand, there exist numerous philosophical, mystical, and psychological foundations that
underscore the necessity of cultivating love in human education; on the other hand, the formal
curricula lack any clear and codified components through which love, in its various dimensions, could
be translated into operational elements of the curriculum. Given this fundamental gap, the present
study aims to identify the components of a curriculum based on love, drawing upon existing
theoretical foundations and the perspectives of subject-matter experts. The ultimate goal is to provide
a coherent framework that can serve as a basis for the systematic integration of love into the formal
curriculum of the Iranian educational system.

Methodology

The present study was conducted by systematic review. In order to find the published articles
electronically, were used valid databases. The search was performed using Persian and Latin
keywords. Articles were selected for inclusion in the study based on the following criteria: 1-Content
criteria based on the research objective; 2-Methodological criteria based on original research studies;
3-Language and accessibility criteria. Articles were excluded from the review process if they met any
of the following characteristics: 1-Content irrelevance; 2-Methodological inappropriateness; 3-
Language and accessibility criteria: articles published in languages other than Persian or English;
articles for which the full text was unavailable despite extensive searching.

A total were obtained 132 articles. In the next stage, were deleted 93 articles (due to content unrelated
to the subject of the present article); Finally, 39 articles were synthesized by systematic review
method after selecting the appropriate articles. CVR was used to determine the content validity..

Results
Based on data analysis were identified, 8 components for love, including loving in God; fatherland;
fellow-creature; spouse; Family; Nature; Self and learning .The minimum acceptable CVR value for

16 panelists, according to the Lawshe table, is 0.49. The experts evaluated the appropriateness of the
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components as satisfactory. Accordingly, the CVR values obtained were as follows: love of God
(1.00); love of homeland (1.00); love of spouse (0.87); love of fellow humans (0.87); love of family
(0.87); love of nature (0.75); love of self (1.00); and love of learning (0.87). All values exceeded the
acceptable threshold based on the Lawshe table, indicating that the components possess adequate
content validity.

Conclusion

A love-centered curriculum is an educational approach that emphasizes students’ emotional
development, including compassion, empathy, and responsibility. Educational systems can address
the components of a love-based curriculum through various approaches. This integration can be
systematically incorporated across all subject areas. A love-based curriculum is not merely about
defining terminology or specialized content, but rather about demonstrating, encouraging, and
creating the foundation for loving, being loved, and committing to this ideal. A curriculum that
profoundly integrates the essence of love in classroom practice constitutes a fundamental imperative.
The pedagogy of love must be embedded in teacher and administrator training, school environment
design, and the restructuring of existing educational programs.

The identified components can assist curriculum designers, teachers, and educational policymakers
in shifting the educational system from a mere emphasis on cognitive and professional skills toward
the cultivation of individuals who are loving, committed, responsible, empathetic, nature-loving, and
eager to learn. School principals, by designing the school environment as a love-centered learning
space, can provide the groundwork for the realization of this curriculum at the school level.
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