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This article aims to design an extracurricular program or extracurricular
activity to enhance creative thinking skills in third-grade elementary
school students. this study was conducted using a qualitative method and
content analysis of semi-structured interviews with 14 curriculum
planning and educational management experts with expertise and work
experience in the field of curriculum planning or educational management,
having articles or experiences related to creative thinking or
extracurricular programs. To determine validity, multiple data sources and
methods were used, and participant review was used, and for reliability,
agreement between coders and recoding were used. The findings showed
that an effective extracurricular program should include components such
as voluntary group tasks, student organizations, participation-centered, use
of technological resources, cooperation with external organizations,
scientific visits and projects outside the school. The goals of this program
are to achieve thinking skills, self-direction, and spontaneity and deepen
theoretical knowledge, and its content should be based on students' needs,
research-oriented, interactive and diverse. The proposed teaching-learning
strategies include participatory, exploratory, role-playing, brainstorming,
and artistic activities, and its evaluation should be done through self-
assessment, process-oriented, question-and-answer, and portfolio-based.
As a result, implementing such a program can significantly help foster
creative thinking in elementary school students.

Citation (APA): Ghasempour, H. & . Azardar, Z. (2025). Designing an extracurricular program (extracurricular
activity) to enhance creative thinking skills in third grade elementary school students, lranian Journal of

curriculum studies. , 20 (78), 77-96

@08

g https://doi.org/ 10.22034/jcs.2025.531647.2455

© The Author(s).
Publisher: Iranian Curriculum Studies

A%



Ol o a2l O3 g0l 505 3 3O S & lgn oy 5 st @ (a3 8 SJlad) (ol b sl 1o

Extended Abstract

Introduction:

One of the main tasks of the education system in any society is to provide appropriate learning
opportunities and contexts for the growth and development of students’ diverse talents. One way out
of these challenges is to appropriately design extracurricular programs or extracurricular activities
to meet students' educational needs, taking into account a certain degree of freedom of action and
choice, teamwork, flexibility, and other features.

Purpose:

This article aims to design an extracurricular program or extracurricular activity to enhance creative
thinking skills in third-grade elementary school students. This research seeks to answer the main
question: What is the appropriate extracurricular program model for strengthening creative thinking
skills in third grade elementary school students in terms of components, goals, content, teaching-
learning strategies, and evaluation?

Methodology:

The method of this research was applied in terms of purpose and qualitative in terms of data
collection. The qualitative approach of the research was inductive content analysis, which allows
the researcher to extract categories directly from the data without strong theoretical assumptions.
The research method was based on Corbin and Strauss' (2015) systematic model, which includes
three stages of open, axial, and selective coding. The statistical population includes experts,
specialists, and scholars in curriculum planning and educational management, who were selected as
a statistical sample based on the saturation law of 14 people. The main data collection tool was a
semi-structured interview. The interview questions were designed around the main research themes
(components, objectives, content, strategies, and evaluation of the extracurricular program). Data
analysis was conducted in three stages and manually (without using software): in the open coding
stage, the interview texts were carefully studied and sentences or keywords that contained meaning
were identified and an initial code (open code) was assigned to each one. in the axial coding stage,
similar open codes were grouped together and subcategories were formed, and the relationships
between these categories were examined and the main categories were extracted. in the selective
coding stage, core categories were identified and a coherent story or pattern was formed from the
data that answered the main research question. In this study, 17 indicators and 7 components of
group volunteer tasks, student organizations and clubs, participation-based, technology-based
educational resources, school partnerships with organizations and professionals, visits to learning
spaces, and out-of-school projects were identified as components of an extracurricular program or
extracurricular activity to strengthen creative thinking skills.

Results:

The findings showed that the goals of the extracurricular program to strengthen creative thinking
skills are: achieving skills and competencies, self-direction, and spontaneity, along with promoting
and deepening theoretical knowledge. In the extracurricular program, in order to strengthen creative
thinking skills, content is recommended that is authentic and diverse in its presentation, based on
the needs and characteristics of students, research, and interaction between students. The most
important evaluation techniques of the extracurricular program to strengthen creative thinking skills
include self-assessment, process-oriented evaluation, portfolio evaluation, and question-and-
answer-based evaluation.
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Conclusion:
According to the results, the extracurricular program has four components, content has five

components, teaching and learning methods have five components, and evaluation has four
components.
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