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The present study aimed to explore the lived experience of secondary school
teachers about the educational alienation of adolescents from social studies.
This research was conducted using a qualitative approach and the
descriptive phenomenological method. By using purposive sampling, 15
teachers were selected from among the secondary school teachers of Isfahan
city, with the standard condition of at least 10 years of teaching experience
in social studies, and were selected based on the criteria for entering the
research. Data analysis was done using the Epoche method, using thematic
analysis based on Colizzi's seven-step model. After extracting and
classifying themes, the findings were divided into six main themes and nine
sub-themes. By combining the descriptions, the insight obtained from the
present research (the essence of the phenomenon) is that solving the
problem of educational alienation from the social studies textbooks requires
the formulation of a realistic and reflective content rather than an idealistic
and indoctrinated.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The purpose of the social studies curriculum is defined as organizing and developing
human societies through civic competence, reasoned decision-making, and educating
pluralistic citizens in an interconnected world (NCSS, 1916). Thus, social studies is
considered a creative effort to engage all generations. In its most recent definition, the
mission of social studies is to enhance civic competencies (NCSS, 2023) and
empower students for critical thinking and civic participation (Shreiner, 2024),
which, according to Goodlad (1984), is a hidden curriculum.

Social studies is closely tied to the realities of contemporary society, and its
systematic disconnection from social realities leads to students rejecting the subject
(Martell & Hashumita, 2012). Given that Iranian students are alienated from social
studies (Hekmatiyan et al., 2018) and tend to explore social questions and issues
through the hidden curriculum and implicit learning (e.g., school and classroom
culture, student interactions, teacher behavior patterns, school structure and
management), this study aims to understand teachers’ lived experiences of
adolescents’ educational alienation from social studies.

Research Method

This study utilized the lived experiences of secondary school social studies teachers
in Isfahan during the 2021-2022 academic year. A purposive sampling method was
used, based on the criterion of theoretical saturation. Fifteen teachers participated,
each with a minimum of ten years of teaching experience in social studies.

Findings

Data analysis revealed five main categories and eight subcategories reflecting
teachers’ lived experiences of students’ alienation from social studies: 1) Academic
boring: mismatch between social studies content and societal realities, lack of
challenge in content, imposed content rather than participatory content. 2)Subject
Devaluation: social studies perceived as a third-tier subject. 3)ldentity Formation:
conflict between identity-seeking and identity-building. 4) Social Silence: culture of
silence in social studies classrooms. 5) Consequences of Alienation: meaninglessness,
emptiness, emergence of a cold and spiritless society.

Discussion and Conclusion

Combining the descriptive categories of this study reveals that alienation from social
studies is a phenomenon resulting from imposed and identity-driven content that
conflicts with the autonomous values of adolescence. Moreover, social studies is
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undervalued in Iranian society, where cognitive maturity is prioritized over social
maturity.
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