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Abstract: The importance of English language
teaching textbooks in educational systems is
inevitable. In this situation, following the
appearance of some critical approaches in the field
of applied linguistics, the introduction of books
developed in English-speaking countries known as
Center to non-English speaking countries known as
Periphery, has led to forming some challenging
debates. Their cultural and social inconsistency
with the cultural and social beliefs of the
consumers has led to a situation in which they are
known not only as sources of vocabulary and
grammar learning, but commodities with cultural
loads. Due to the importance of this issue in Iran
that is faced with serious shortcomings in selecting
and developing textbooks as well as the importance
of English in the world and avoiding any passive
encounter with English in categorical acceptance
and rejection of this language, in this paper,
through the framework of critical pedagogy,
insisting on two components of content and
structure, resorting to critical pedagogy in textbook
development as an effective method is introduced.
It is maintained that this proposed framework is
consistent with the Iranian society and meets the
learners' needs.

Keywords: textbook, English language teaching,
critical pedagogy, culture, critical consciousness
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WATER CRISIS
Facts about ""Water Crisis'":
- One-sixth of the world's population in the world does not have access
to safe drinking water.
- Every 20 seconds, a child dies from a water-related disease.
- While the average African family uses 5 gallons per day, each
American uses 100 to 175 gallons of water per day.

Pre-reading Questions:
1. What does the picture say?
2. Is your hometown faced with water shortage?
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3. How can people protect water resources?

Living under a Blue Crisis

Although two-thirds of our planet is water, we face a serious water
shortage. The water crisis' is the most severe™ and most invisible

dimension of the ecological crisis of the earth. In 1998, 28 countries
experienced water shortage. This number is expected to rise to 56 by
2025. Between 1990 and 2025 the number of people living in countries
without adequate water will rise from 131 million to 817 million.

During the past century, while world population has tripled”, the use of

fresh water for human consumption, agriculture, and other activities has
increased sixfold. Some rivers that formerly reached the sea no longer do
so—all of the water is used by human before it reaches the river’s mouth.
Half the world’s wetlands® have disappeared in the same period, and

today 20 percent of freshwater species are endangered or extinct.

Worse still, world water use will increase by about 50 percent in the next
30 years. It is estimated® that, by 2025, 4 billion people—half the

world’s population at that time—will live under conditions of severe
water stress, with conditions particularly severe in Africa, the Middle
East, and South Asia. In such a situation, certainly our country is not an
exception. These years, the worrying water shortage especially in big
cities including Tehran is showing itself.

Currently, an estimated 1.1 billion people lack access to safe water, and
2.6 billion are without adequate sanitation®. These numbers are likely to

grow worse in the coming decades.

1. A Difficult Or Dangerous Situation

2. Very Bad; Very Serious

3. To Increase By Three Times

4. An Area Of Very Wet Muddy Land With Wild Plants
5. To Say What You Think An Amount Or Value Will Be
6. Conditions And Processes Relating To People’s Health
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A. Read the sentences; put T for TRUE or F for FALSE. If a sentence
Is false, change it and make it true:
1. In 2025, only 131 countries experience water shortage.
2. The number of countries facing water shortage is increasing.
3. Due to the world population, the water of all rivers is used by people.
4. Only poor countries face water problem.
B. Read the passage and find the following information:
Paragraph | Answer
number
1. The earth's most serious ecological problem
2. The number of people estimated to live without
sufficient water
3. The fields in which fresh water is used
4. The number of people predicted to live under severe
condition of water crisis by 2025
C. Match two halves of each sentence:
1. If the world population increases, a. but also many species are dying.
2. Most parts of the world are covered | b. but water shortage is a real crisis.
by water,
3. Many water lands not only are | c. they cannot reach the sea any
disappearing, longer.
4.  When all rivers are used up, d. the use of water will rise.
D. In each sentence, circle the best answer. The words in italics are
from the passage:
1. Water crisis is an invisible problem. Itisnot ............ easily.
a. seen b. accessed C. increased
2. If animals disappear, they don’t ............ anymore.
a. increase b. grow c. live
3. In future, people will live with water shortage. In other words, they
do not have ......... water.
a. severe b. enough c. inadequate
E. According to the above passage, answer the following questions in

VY

pairs:
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Which group of people is more in danger of water crisis?

2. Why is the current water crisis called an invisible problem?

F. According to the passage, mark the world parts whose people will
be faced with much severe water crisis in near future:

G. Discuss the following question with your classmates:

- Do you think that our country is experiencing water crisis? If yes, in
what ways? If not, why not?

H. Using these words, write a sentence:

- water, salt, fresh, resource
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